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XV 7 HEN 1 publiſhed. my Bock 
upon Prayer and the Harra 

nin; I A i and declared, that 
I would never publiſh any thing more, 
becauſe I, a found my ſlender 
Abilities for. Writing very much im- 
paired; my Invention grown quite 
bavren; my Imagination quite cold. 
Such -Refolutions: and Declarations 1 
cannot apprehendt to carry the binding 
Force of a Promiſes. H. eee the 
ſame Reaſons for not artighpring any 
thing more „my own 
Character, and a A Reſpect to 
the Publick, ſeem to require an Ac 
count-of tlie Change of my Mind. 
This ſhort Diſcourſe was 8 up 
ſome Time ago, ſolely for my own + 
Uſe; but, i. ſhewn the Manu- 
ſcript to ſeveral private Friends, to 
whom 1 thought it might adminiſter 
ſome Comfort, at their carneſt Requeſt 
1 now print it, with a few Alterations, | 
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7 have horned in e Keule 25 am | theres 
„ to be content. - 1 


have Fe 


oo HI 8 Exprefion implies thatthe Kno 

' ledge of which the Apoſtle OY 
5 ſpeaks, requires Study and 4 licatuon 
in ter to underſtand the Nature of it, and 
to put it in Practice. 
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I have learned to be dase e 2 


© This is fo uſeful a Piece of, Knowledge 
We it deſerves the utmoſt Attention of Ds 
one, let his Station and Circumſtances f 
Life be what they will. Common Prudence | 
1 this _ us in order to our. 770 
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An Eſſay on Philippians iv. 11. 


To be Content. . = 


Whatever may be the preciſe, literal Mean- 
ing of the original Word, or in what Senſe 
ſoever it may be uſed in other Places of Scrip- 
ture, it is evident that Sr. Paul does not here 
uſe it in the common Acceptation of the Word, 
as it ſignifies being ſati ed with our Condition, 
and free from any Uneaſineſs of Mind on that 
Account, becauſe there are many Stations and 
- Circumſtances of Life wherein it is fo far 
from being difficult to, be content, in that Senſe 
of the Word, that, without an uncommon 
Herverſeneſt of Mind, an unmſual Refileſnefs 
of Diſpoſition, it is almoſt impoſſible for a 
Man to be otherwiſe than ſatisfied, I might 
ay, highly pleaſed with his Condition. The 
Apoſtle mentions, particularly, a State of great 

| wence, in Oppoſition to Wart. I know, 
Jays he, how to be abaſed, and I know how 

to abound; every where, and in all Things, I 
am inſtructed both to be full and to be hungry; 
both to abound, and to ſuffer Need, By Content, 
therefore, in this Place, he muſt mean an 
= Evenneſs, or Æqauani mity, of Mind, the ſame 
Senſe in Which the Latins uſed the Word 
ZEquanimitas, of which our Engliſh Word is 
an exact Tranſlation. By this 5 Ani mus 
they underſtood a Mind, 247 nec 2720 50 
Extolltar. nec adverfis. Frangitur z a Mind 
that is neither elated, or liſted up, by Proſperity, 
nor acer by 1 fy. This is a 3 2 
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An Eſay on Philipprans iv. 11. 7 
Dif poſition, indeed; truly manly, truly Chriſtian; 


3 and happy thoſe who can attain it. But, con- 
F ſidering what a Variety of Paſſions actuate 


the human Mind, and what Variety of Occa- 
= fions there may be in the Courſe of humann 
4 Life, to put thoſe Paſſions in Motion, it is a 
Diſpoſition as difficult to be acquired, a Leſſon 
as hard to be learned, as it is excellent and 
uſeful; eſpecially, in a State of great Proſpe- 

rity. It were eaſy to ſhew, that it is ee, 
more difficult to learn how to abound, than 
how to be abaſed; how to be full, than how 

to be hungry. But, in this Eſſay, I do not 
intend to offer any unacceptable Obſervations 

to thoſe who are rejoicing, perhaps, exulting | 

in the Enjoyment of their good Things; 

ſuch an Attempt they would, probably, look 

upon as an unſeaſonable Interruption, and an 
envious Freedom; but, I hope, they will for- 
give my Charity, if I recommend them tothe _ 
Grace of God, that He would direct them to 
the right Uſe of his Bleſſings, and endeavour 

3 to adminiſter ſome Conſolation to the Unfor-. 
runate and Difireſſed, who are likely to be 

more thankful for my good Offices, though 
they have leſs Occafion for them. 3 h 
But before I enter directly upon the Subject, 
it may be of Ule rightly to ſtate the Notion 
of Trouble; or Afflliction, for, this may prevent, 
or remove, a great deal of unneceflary Un-. 
eaſineſs, and filence many Reflections upon 
Providence. If their Situation in Life be not 
. B 2 © agreem_ 
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agreeable to. their Inclinations; if any thing 
| Happens to them contrary to their fond Hopes, 
vain Wiſhes, and extravagant Deſires, Men 
are apt to be diſcontented, and to quarrel with 
God's Diſpenſations. But, this I may venture 
to lay 5 for an indiſputable Maxim, wiz. 
that 10 Station of Life can be, in itſelf, a 
Station of 1 85 ; for theſe two plain Rea- 
ſons, becaule all Stations are the-Allotment of 
Gad, who is infinitely wiſe and good in all his 
Djipenſations ; and becauſe different Stations 
in Life, and Ranks of Men, are neceſſary. to 
the Good of the whole Community, and 
to the Exerciſe of Chriſtian Virtues. A par- 
ticular Station may happen to be a State of 
Midtion, but, then, this is owing to ſome 
accidental Circumſtances, . but does not ne- 
ee/arily ariſe from it. For Inſtance—A State 
of Servitude and Labour, where Perſons have 
"Gay born and bred to it, is not, in elf; a 
State of Afliction, becauſe, notwithſtanding 
his Circumſtances, ſuch a one may be eafy 
in his Mind, and happy. From his fancy 
he has been accuſlomed to his Condition; and 
ſuch an eariy, long Habit renders it eaſy to 
him. To be ſubject to the Will of —.— 
to work and fare hard, is become ſo familiar 
to him, that it is no Trial of his Patience and 
Reſignation. But, ſuppoſe this Perſon to have 
been born of reputable Parents; to have been 
unaccuſtomed to. laborious Offices; to have a 
| Conſtitution not robuſt. enough to bear the 
: 4 Fatitue 
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Fatigue of them; to have been educated in 
the Erpeckatien of a better Situation, to have 
lived in Credit, and in the Enjoyment, not only 
of the Neceſſaries, but many of the Co 

and innocent Pleaſures of Life; to have been 
uſed to give, inſtead of receiving Commands; 
I fay, ſuppoſe a Perſon to be reduced from 
ſuch an agreeable Situation to the Neceflity of 
working for his Living; of being ſubject to 
the arbitrary Will of a Maſter, or Miſtreſs ; 
to be deprived of his uſual agreeable Amuſe- 
ments, all at once; to live in a manner quite 

different, in all Ref pects, from that to which 
he has been, all bib Life-time, — "=> 
pI tyranically treated by thoſe | 
e ſerves, and as cruelly ſighted by his old 

Dunes or to live in a State of Depen- 
dence upon the Bounty, even of the moſt 

generous ; ; this is a real and great Aflidtion, 

a State of continued Aflickion: But, if this 
Perſon ſhould have a tender and weak Con- 
ſtitution and Spirits, that Circumſtance adds 
great Weight to the heayy Load: And, yet, 
Ido not deſpair of being able to ſhew that this 

grieuous, or any other more grievous State of 
Trouble, may be made very tolerable to a good 

Cbriſtian, by the Aids of e and 57 
Grace of God. 

There are other Inſtances: of AMiAicn 

3 of the ſame Kind, tho ſulordinateꝰ in 

er but - penn are AY ones, lg 
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10 An Eſay on Philippians iv. 11. 
flight a Nature, that they do not deſerve the 
Name of Aflictions. 
LosskEs, no doubt, may be wonkbdergd: 28 
Evils, but every Evil does not amount to an 
Aſliction. Suppoſe, for Inſtance, that a Perſon 
in Trade, or Mer bandige, makes a bad Debt, 
or meets with any other Loſs that does not 
hinder him from carrying on his Buſineſs, and 
making a Proviſion for his Family ſuitably to 
their Station, I ſhould not think ſuch a one to 
be in a State of Aiction on Account of his 
Loſſes. The Caſe is the ſame. in reſpect to 
-- > Perſons in higber Life; and if any Perſons 
| ſuffer Accidents of this Nature to imbitter 
their Lives, and make them miſerable,” they 
betray great want of Senſe, as well as of Reli 
gion. Thus, a Gentleman, whatever Loſſes he 
may have met with, ſo long as he can live in 
a genteel manner, it does not require a large 
Share of Philoſophy, much leſs the Patience 
of a good Chriſtian, to be quite eaſy and ſatiſ- 
fied, tho' he ſhould be obliged. to abate ſome- 
thing in his Eguipage, his Table, and other 
Expences. A man may live like a Gentleman 
1 without being drawn by fix Horſes, attended 
= ©: | © dy asmany Servants, who uſually add as much 
to the Care and Vexation of his Life, as they 
do to his Grandeur, with a Wardrobe larger 
than any wiſe Man can want, with a greater 
Variety of Diſhes of Meat, and Sorts of Wine, 
aban! is conſiſtent with Health, and conſtantly 
accompanied, 
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accompanied, I Was going to ſay, beſet, by 


ſuppe 
cation, Character, and eu 


more Iors than is conſiſtent with rational 
Happineſs. The Mis fortune of theſe People 


— 


is the leſs by reaſon of their being able, with- 


out any Detriment to the Community, to 


retire to ſome diſtant Part of the Country, and 


live not only comfortably, but handſomely, 


tho not ſo ſumptuouſly, among thoſe; who 
were not Witneſſes of their former greater 
Affluence and Grandeur. Indeed, if a 
Perſon has a Title of great Honour and Dig- 
nity, without an Income ſufficient to ſupport 
it in any reaſonable manner, whether he were 


born under. thoſe: narrow Circumſtances, or 


reduced. by unfortunate Accidents, this, 1 


think, may be deemed. a State of Diſtreſi; 
for let him retire into the moſt obſcure: Corner 
of the Kingdom, or remove into a fareign 


Country, wherever he goes, his Title will fol- | 


low: him; and be an expenſive Burthen to him. 
This, likewiſe, is the diſtreſsful-Condition 
of Perſons in any public Qfice, here the 


Income is not equal to the neceſſary Expences 


attending the due Diſcharge of it, nor his 


private Fortune ſufficient (if he quits it) to 
rt him in a Manner: ſuitable to his Edu 


omary Way of Life. 
This, is very parti cularly the unhappy Lot of 
moſt of the Clergy in Merket Towns.” Beſides 


the Mortification of not bein able to live 
like Gentlemen of a liberal Education, and a 
_ e Mon, chere . Circumſtance 


1233 A 


znding their — IRTP 
to a good Man, in that he cannot ſet” an 
Example of Charity and Hoſputality, for want 
of which he muſt daily ſee his Perſon ſlighted 
by every illiterate Pariſhioner, who can 
afford to ſpend more Money than he can, 
his Doctrine and Advice ſet at nought, and 
all his Reproofs, however juſt and ſeaſon- 
able, reſented. This muſt be allowed to be 
a State of real and great Affliction; an Af 
fliction that requires an uncommon Greatneſs 
of Mind, and an uncommon Share of God's 
Grace, to enable the Sufferer to behave: under 
it with Cbriſtian Patience, and a decent Spirit. '; 
Heither with Perulence, nor Meantteſs. . 
While I am upon this Subject, I cannot help 
ba the Sentiments of two very great 
Prelates of our Church. The preſent Biſhop 
of London obſerved to me, very juſtly, that, 
in his Opinion, it had been Ae Ho if, inſtead 
of augmenting ſuch a Number of {mall Liv- 
ings in Country Villages, the Fund had been 
applied, in much larger Sums, to the Aug- 
mentation of the Vicatages in populous Market 
Towns, foraſmuch as one ſuch Living is of 
more Conſequence to Religion than many of : 
the others put together. The other great 
Man was Biſhop Burnet, who ſhewed that 
he was of the ſame Sentiments, by making it 
2 Rule in his Dioceſe. to add ſomething to 
thoſe Eivings, in order to give the Vicar 
Weight and a Ward in bis Pariſh—— 


But to return. I was 
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3 aiſhing between ral an 
_ wer I ren ogg * tao Cale 
mote to put. ag et BY 9 
1 Diſeppainnenesþ' as well as Tale are hy" 5 
3 Evil; bur they do not ahrayr partake of the 
NMuture of an Afliction, many of them not 
being of Conſequence enough to real Happi- 
neſs, to make a-Perſon' of any Share of Undef- 
ſtanding uneaſy abbut them! And, yet, no- 
thing more common than to ſee Perſons as 
| fretful and uneaſy under the moſt trifling Diſ- 
dintments as H they were utterly undone. 
I have one general Remark to make upon 
Loffes and Diſappoi ntments. The Greatneſs of 
= Loſs does not depend upon the Sec of 
the Sum which a Perion loſes, but u * 
Ability, or Tnability,"to bear it. The ofs o 
Five Pounds may be che Ruin ef one Family," 
while as 'many'Thonfanis may not hurt another. 
q for Diſappuint ments. If a Perſon in b 
Circumſtances be diſappointed of a Thing? 
ſmall in itſelf, the” 6 on rt may b 
wry graf, becauſe His H6 ppineſs may oe an = 
ö the Thing which hi expected; but; if 
L | another Perſon in eaſy Cireumſtances be diſ- 
appointed of woo federatie Hadirion to his In- 
dome, the Diſappointrnent is à Trifle) becauſe 
= he may be happy without the Thing Whienl 
| his Hopes and Expectatious promis d hint 
His Adarite, or Ambition; (creates the e — 
an; he afflicts Hine. Thins) again if 4. 
= ſanguine Temper — ſg Without 
; good _ 


* f pt 


PPP 
— — ene. 


* * — —k— 29 9 —————jꝙ§ð¹—18) 2 ——————————— — . — — ———— I ICNEINS — 
__ ” 7 1 * — n 
1 — * "wy 2 * 
9 4 0 ; 
x 2 l 
* ” 
- 


| FORO: under em. 12 


A. Eſay un Pbilippians iv. 11. 

good Grounds for his Hopes, he cannot propetly 
be ſaid to be en by any body but 
bimſelf, and be anſwerable for his Un» 
eafineſs. On the othei Hand; where a Perſon 
has reaſonable. Grounds to expect any thing of 
real and great Conſequence to his Happineſs, 
the Diſappointment muſt be, . | 


the more grievous and afflicting 


-& {hall mention only two Inſtances more, 1 


imaginary Afflictions. A ſevere Fit of Sickneſs: 
A is an Affliction, and the Office for, the Viſita- 


tion of the Sick conſiders it as ſuch; but 


eyery „light Indiſpofition is not ſo.— Pain is an 


Affliction, but not unleſs it be very arp, and 
of ſome Continuunce, becauſe, otherwiſe, any 
reaſonable Perſons may be eaſy and enjoy them 


ſelves under it. I have no Occaſion to enu- 


merate all Sorts and Degrees of Afflictions to. 


which Mankind, are ſubject in this Life: I 


have mention d theſe few Inſtances, in order 
to help the Reader to diſtinguiſb between real 
and imaginary ones, that we may not ſo often 
afflict our ſelues by a falſe Eſtimate of Things; 
and, I flatter myſelf,” that the general Obſer- 


vations which I have made may eaſily be ap- 


plied to any particular Caſes that may happen 
in the Courſe of our Lives, and be of ſome 


5 : Uſe to ſuch as ſhall think It t worth while to 
conlider, and apply them. 


Having ſtated the Notion Fe) 7 . 1 
Afﬀtittion, I. ſhall conſider de we Br _ 
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All the Troubles and Afflictions of this 
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Vice, or Folly. 


2. Such as happen to them in the ordinary 


Courſe of 'Things. 


Such as are beuge 6 Fe them _ the 


© particular® Providence 0 Gad. 


52200 The 6 Shrt dr Troubles 28 the hs 


Men bring upon themſelves, by Vice, or Folly; 
and theſe make up a great Part of the black 


Catalogue.—If we look into the complaining 


World, how many fhall we find the apparent | 


' Authors: of thoſe Evils whereof they com- 
plain? How: -many are there that complain of 
Poverty, yet owe that want to their own Ex- 
enger and Sloth? How many complain 
of Pains and Diſeaſes, and yet owe thoſe Mif- 
fortunes to their own Luxury, or Luft ? How 
many complain of Enemies, and, yet, owe 
thoſe Enemies to their on Pride and Conren- 
tion? How many complain of the Deęſertion 
Friends, and, yet, owe that Defertion to 
their own. Ingratitude,” or Tndiſcretion ? Of 
' » Diſgrace and Contempt, which they owe to 
their own umoorthy Behaviour ? Of the Un- 
dutifulneſs of Children, while they owe that 
Undutifulneſs to their own 7// Example, 'or 
e 4 Education? Of the Wickednefs of 


A Servants, 


| 15 


"x, Such as Mas! a bring upon 222 by 
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| Sernants, white, in a great meafure, they owe 
„„ great Evil. to their own criminal Neglect 
| | of Religious Duties, eſpecially of Family Duty, 
and public Worſhip * Of the intolerable Evils 
ng from Natigzal,Weakneffes, while they, 
Themſelves, are encrealing i it hy their 027 Sins? 
Or acceſſory, by not endeavouring to put a Stop 
. 4 it? Now, if a Man hae ruined his E/ate, 

bis Health, his. Reputation, or his Intereſt, by 
His own il] Conduct, this, indeed, is juſt Mat. 
ter of Self-Condemnation, and - why his Af- 
fiction the more exceedingly afflicting, but it 

can afford no Fretence for any Complaint 
againſt Providence, or the World, While he | 

| 22h ly ſuffers the,neceſſary. Conſequence of his Vice 
Fully. 0 they think that God's Good- 
+ 00 18 EE to interner in a cee 


| uced by. natural r 18 thee, hen, 
; no Comfort to be adminiſtred to ſuch unhappy 

; LE. Sufferers? Is their Condition quite forlorn;? 
= = By r no Aer, A Man that has greatly im- 
= paired, if not. quite. deſtroyed, his. Conſtitu- 
1 tion, by a long Courſe of Indulgence in Vice, 
. or his Eſtate, by Extravagance,. he cannot 
expect to have found Health, or Affluenee, 
-reſtored to him; but if he fincerely ; repentts 
him of thoſe Viees which brought bis MIC 
2 upon him, he may be aſſured of F 
 giveneſs from Gad; and every Perſon who i is in 
80 s Favsur may be aſtured of his Aſſiſtance, 
upon a ® Proper Application. for it, to N 
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An Eſay en Philippians iv. 11. 17 
and, therefore, inſtead of ſtudying how! to 
divert their Thoughts from attending to them, 
ſuch unhappy Perſons cannot think too much 
upon them, or too oſten. This, indeed, is 
the Way to add to their preſent Uneaſimeſs, 
but it is the Way gradually to remove it. 

This will give them aà ſtrong Senſe of their 
vile Ingratitude to God, in abuſing his Good- 
neſs; of their Madneſs and Folly, in turnin 
his Bleſſings to their o-] Ruin. This will 
make them humble themſelves before their 
offended Maker, and apply frequently and 
fervently to their Redeemer for the Benefits of 
his Death, that his moſt precious Blood may 
Waſh away the foul Stains of their Sins; for 
his Grace to ſoften. their obdurate Hearts, to 
beget ſuch an awful Dread of God's juſt In- 
dignation, as may ſtrengthen their Reſolutions 
of making what Satisfaction they can to the 
Honour of his holy Laws, by the moſt exact 
Obedience during the Remaindet of their 
Lives. To their Meditations and Devotions 
they ſhould add Faſtings, as a proper Ex- 
preſſion of their Unworthineſs to partake of 
2X - the. common Comforts of Life, after ſuch a 
ſcandalous Abuſe of them, and as an Aſſiſtant 
gcdo theit Piety and Repentance. Theſe Acts 
of Humiliation, will, for a confiderable. Time, 
be very painful, by exciting and keeping up 
very troubleſome Paſſions; but if they have 
Patience to perſevere in this Courſe, it r 
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end in Peace of Conſcience, and joyful Hope. 
This is the only Method by which Men may 
Jearn to be content under thoſe Troubles and 
Afflictions which they have brou ght be on 


themſelves by their Vice. 
As to thoſe Inconveniences, or Hardſhips, 


which are frequently the Conſequence of ſuch. 
Actions as are not direfHy finful, but only 


#mprudent, or improper; they are not equal to 
thoſe Troubles which are the natural Effects of 


many Sorts of Vicos, and, ' for ſeveral Reaſons, +. 
cannot be ſo grievous to be burne—In the firſt 
Place, there never can be ſo much Room, 
ſeldom any Room at all, for the Uneaſineſs 
ariſing from Remorſe of Conſcience. Ix co 
SIDERATION and InNADVERTENCY, this is, 

generally the wor that they can accuſe them- 

ſelves of; but ſuch Inſtances of Fully are not 
equal to thoſe Actions which are directly and 
apparently ſinful, neither can the Remembrance 

of them be ſo bitter; for two Reaſons. In 

the firſt Place, there is not the ſame Degree 

of 7 urpitude in the former as there is in the 
latter. In the ſecond Place, there is not the 
ſame Conſent 'of the Will; on both which 
Accounts there cannot be the ſame Self. 
Condenmation. But, in many Inſtances, the 

'— JImpropriety of Behaviour may not ariſe even 
from Hadvertency, or Inconfideration, but from 
| a natural, or an occafional, Defect in the 

a, 4.3: = Judgement, or fromithe-Perplexity and Uncer- 
beuainty of the Caf, which may make it very 
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1 15 on pea * 11. 19 
diffcult for the moſt ſenſible. Perſon to make 
a right Judgement how to Act. Take two 
Perſons equal, as to their natural and improv'd 
Underſtanding and Temper; ſuppoſe one of 
them to have been always eaſy in his. Fortune, 
and ſucceſsful in his Undertakings; never to have 
been embaraſſed with Difficulties, never ruffled 
by Diſappointments, never heated by juſt Re· 
ſentment; ſuppoſe the other to have been the 
Reverſe of all this. Now, I: aſk any Perſon 
of common .Gandour, Whether it be equally 
eaſy, where the Circumſtances are ſo widely 
different, always to judge right of the pru- 
dential Part. For theſe Reaſons, how much | 
ſoever a Perſon may, ſuffer in the Opinion o 
— ů — —U 
ſuch erroneous (if they ſhould be — erro- 
neous) Judgements. * Impropriety of Con- 
duct, there being no want of Thought, or Care, 
to judge, and act, rightly, they may bear 
their Sufferings the more patiently, by reaſon 
of the Conſciouſneſs of their own' Innocence; 
and an Aſſurauce that Gd ſeeth not as Man 
ſeeth, but will make all equitable Allowances! 
for the Difficulty: of the 1 will comfort 
them under their Misfortunes, and reward 
them hereafter for their Patience. Here, then 
Nis a ſolid Foundation for ee under 

1 N Afflictions. 126 Aiko 11 D16W Hh 30 
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out our being any ways acceſſory to them, either 
oy our e or rho hve OF 2 ogy. no 


| . a 2 


Gl 3 fog Deg of Hunan Pru- 


dente and Induſtry prevent; Hiuries of various 


Sorts from Caſauitien, and the Micteuneſi of 


bers; if under any of theſe, or ſuch like, 


M.iusfortunes, we: „ and fer, this is a 
down-right Impeachment of God, for ab. 


pointing 11 fuch an Ordeß of Thingss or for not 
interpoſing. in our Behalf td interrupt it. 
What good Uſes we may make of ſuc 2Afat 


| Alictions,. how far they may be turned to our? 


Advantage, upon tlie whole, and how far: 
theſe Conddararigns] are rational Moti et to a 
tient and chearful Reſignation to the Divine 
ill theſe Points will fall mote pr 8 y in 
my Way to examine in my ſecution 


8 the Subject; Mp deſc: nts coke only to 
_ abſetve; that this naturul Order: of Things 


being the ' Appointment: of God unleſs we 
and quiĩetly ſubmit to it, . ee 


rebel againſt him, wre throw off his Hur bur it 


as tlie Gridter: and Tes es _ e 


or i Uneatinehs,” we: a 4 
provoke him to load us with more ich 


as: @ Puniſhment for dur Diobedience.” But 
Wein one Conderationj-v h. 8 


3g : 


. 21 


are ſcberal others) is ſufficient to anſwer all 
Complaints againſt Providence, and force us 
th look upon the Evils of Life 48 no Hurd 

ps at all. Creatures have no Right to any: 


ching from their Cteator, but the Op 


of being happy upon the whole; but hot to any 
particular L 15 Happineſs.—I will put a 


| - Caſe that muſt; e if not convince, every 
_ Complainant. Suppoſe any one to be extreamly | 
| unhappy under the Preffure' of very great” 
Afflictions, but —4 he Was certain that he 


ſhould not cuntinut in this uneaſy Situation 
above 4 Day; and that if he behaved under it 
with a patient Reſignation to the WII bf hüt 
who placed him in it, he ſhould enjoy-4 % 


Eife of uninterrupied Fulleity. Could any one 
under ſuch Cireminſtances think himſelf hardly 
dealt with by his Maker, only becaufe'a /bort- 


Patt of a hng Life was a State of Unenfmeſt; 
e Fic Ader Was to be 4 Ichi of ge 


mi Feheity? I ſay, is it poſſible for any one 


in his Senſes ſeriouſly to think ſo? yet, this 8 
abſolutely aur Caſe, with regard to Afflictions 
_ here, This Life is but a Part of out Exiſtenee, 
not a Day, not an Hour, not a Moment, a mer. 
Pont, a meer Nothing, in Compariſon of that 
Eternity of Exiſtence which lies #efore us, and 
which we are ſure, will be an Erernity of incon- 
cewabie Happy 05 unleſs we forfeit our Title: 
to it by Miſbebuviou. during tlie hat ſhall: | 
Ts <Momertapy is Word not ſtrong enough” 
Yr the TR and 35 — is no rouge 


one, 


E. — 


22 An Eſay on Philippians iv. 11. a 
one, fully to expreſs the Shortneſs of the Dura- 
tion of our preſent Evils, in Compariſon. of 
Eternity. There are Circumſtances (which I 
ſhall take Occaſion to mention) that help 
mightily to | enforce this Argument for Con- 
tentment under Afflictions, but, take the Ar- 
gument as 1 have zow ſtated it, and it never 
can be anſwered, without denying a future 
State. And while we have a Motive that is 
ſufficient to induce a rational Contentment, 
let us not be ſo unjuſt to ourſelyes, as well as 


of Good and Euil in the preſent State of Things, 
is unanſwerable, and amounts to a moral Cer- 
tginty. But, if it were attended with any 5 
Doubtifulneſs, ve Cbriſtians a re ifallibly aſſured 
of it upon the unerring Teſtimony. of G0 
Amſell in his written Word. If. therefore, we 
complain of the Changes and Chances of this 
mortal Life, if we ſink under the Preſſure of 
Preſent Evils, While we live under the ſure 
State · of Happineſs in another Life, we — | 
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moſt abſurdly, as well as wickedly,.. In ſhort, 
we betray Want of Faith, or Want, of Atten-" 
tion. For, if we ſincerely believe, upon 
rational Grounds, ( and i it is our own Fault if 
we do not) that it is in our own Power to 
make ourſelves inconceivably hap y in another | 
Life, as ſoon as the Scene of this tranſitory 
Life. ſhall be cloſed, it is impoſſible that — 
one, under the Influence of this important 
Truth, can think himſelf hardly . with 
by God, let ever ſo many and great Calami- 
tie befal him i in the ordinary Courſe of in, 


35 But many of thoſe Afflictions lick, 
5 appear to us to be accidental, or the Effect of „ 
mere natural Cauſes, are the Effects of God' 65 „ 
rticular Providence, tho produced in a 
Manner perfectly conſiitent with that Order 
of Things which he appointed at the ¶ reation. 
The true Notion of God's GENERAL and 
' PARTICULAR, Providence is ſtated, with the 
utmoſt Perſ) picuity and Accuracy, by the very, 
learned and ingenious Mr. Jackſon of Effe 72 
in an Appendix to his Anſwer to Mr. CE 
True Goſpel, publiſhed by Deputy Clarke _ 
= the Royal Exchange ; both which Diſcourſes I 
venture to recommend as. Maſterpieces of their 
Kind. I ſhall borrow a Paſſage; or two, 
from the latter for my Uſe on this Occaſion, 
p. 254, Sc. Creation is that Aﬀt. H 
« by Which he called Things into Being, or RS 
25 made that to be which was not before, © 
77 D 2 9738 Prefer- : . 8 = 
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24 Av Efe on Philippians iv. 17. 
* Preſervation i is that Act of God by which: 
e he keeps all Things in Being and acting 
« agreeably to their ſeveral Natures. Whe- 
-<<: ther this latter Action be different from the 
<« former, or whether Preſervation be not a 
„ Sert of cuntinual Creation, a ſuſtaining and 
keeping up what would otherwiſe be no- 
sg thing; this is an Enquiry that we can never 
<< refolye. Perhaps to Be, independent of 
fuch ſuſtaining, preſerving power, is the 
“ fole Privilege of the ſupreme Bein * wary 
_ © therefore takes the incommunicable Name of 
„% am, or EXISTENCE ; and all other Things 
„ have their Bxiſtence no longer than they 
«are continually created, " fuſftarned and pre- 
« ſerved; &c.”: Therefore in Scripture it is 
„53 Cle i. 17 . By bim all Thin s conſiſt, or 
ſubfiſt. Heb. i 3. Hie -preſerveth and uphold- 
- eth all Things, (as at firſt he created all Thi ings) 
| by the Word of his Praver. Job xii. 10. In 
bis Hand is the Soul of every living Thing, 
aut the Breath. of all Mankind. But 5 it is ex- 
preſſed ſtil} more ſtrongly at the xviith of the 
As ver. 28. In mim we LIVE e eee | 
and HAVE OUR BEING. © 
e P;ovidence is that Act, or dba Acts, of 
«© God, by which he directs and conducts all 
the Motions in the World, and the Things | 
« in it, ſo as: belt to illuſtrate his Attributes, . 
" ſecure the Dependence” and Truſt of his 
«Creatures, and ſer ve the various Occaſions 
2 * e i in el State of . 
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44. Efe en Philippians in 1. 26 
« tion; Cc. When it brings abaut Events 
% by a Power not leſs, tho leſs diſcernable, 
| 00 without offering Violence to any natural 
Agent, or without our perceiving that it 
« does fo, this is Providence. - As it takes in 
ce à larg ge Compaſs of Things, and conducts 
&, na in the uſual apparent Courſe, this is 
e called general Providence. As it reſpects 
_ Seach ſingle Thing, and accommodates that 
* general Conduct to its peculiar Circum- 
« ſtances, it is called a particular Providence. 
© When it ſeems to mark itſelf out to the 
< Notice of the Parties concerned, by the 
ee Manner of the Execution, it is then called 
e fpectal Providence; '{o that the air an 
© of general and ar 'Providence > ſcems 
* to. be not in the Thing, but e 
ee ception of it: It is as the Mbole is to its 
Parts; and general Providence is made up 
« of an infinite Number of particular Pro- : 
* vidences. Again, p. 259. . By what Me- 
4 thods the Divine Wildom proceeds i in mak-. 
- 4 ing all Things in one apparently uniform 
Courſe conſpire to ſo many Purpoſes, anck 
<«_ conſtitute-a beautiful Chain, extending from 
the Beginning of the World to the End of 
it, is quite out of our Reach to diſcover, 
* and may be our Privilege and Enjoyment, 
5 when we arrive at an higher State of Being; 
but that there is /ach a Superintendence and 
_ © perpetual Direction of hs. Supreme Gover» 
* nor * wall — to be a Thing 


85 not 


26 An Eſay on Philipprans iv. 11. 
& not to be queſtion d. Such a particular 
and ſpecial Inter poſition of God in the Affairs 
of the World the Author obſerves to be agree- 


able to Reaſon, to the Nature of Gad, and the 


Nature of Man; that the Truth of the Fact 
s confirmed by the Declarations of God in 
his Holy Word, and by the H:iftory of his 
Proceedings in the Government of the World, 
as it is recorded, not only in ſacred Writ, but 
alſo in profane Authors: Inſomuch that this 
Fact was never denied by any who believed a 
God and a Providence. All our public and 
frivate Petitions and Thankſgivings to God are 
= - fooliſh, if God has only put naturat 
auſes into a regular Order of Working, and 
never interpoſes in the Direction of them. 
From this Author's Account of God's Provi- 
dence we may eaſily conceive, that many of 
thoſe Evils which gem to befal us in the Or- 
der: of natural Cauſes are the Effects of a par- 
ticular Interpoſition of the Author of Nature, 
directing thoſe Cauſes in their Operations. I 
ſhall illuſtrate this Notion by an Inſtance, or 
two. Such and ſuch Indiſpoſitions of Body | 
are ciatural ly produced by ach. and ſuch Meat 
and Drink. In this Caſe natural Cauſes are 
left to produce their natural Effects, and, yet, 
they may be guided in their Operations. I 
make no doubt but God does ſometimes more 
directiy inflict Diſtempers, as well as work 
Cures, tho imperceptably, but, generally, he 
| = to 1 N the — ol — 
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Cauſes. As thus, we can eaſily conceide how 
his infinite Knowledge and Power can inflicx 
a Diſtemper without acting immediately upon 
the Perſon; but we can as eaſily conceive how 
he can effect it in another Manner. For In- 
ſtance, if a Perſon of ſuch a Conſlitution eats 
or drinks any thing that is hurtful to him, it 
will naturally hurt him, but it may be owing: | 
to a particular Act of God that, by the Meang" 
of What we call Incidents, gave him * 
fortunity, and directed his Appetites in the 
Choice of their Objects, 2 £47 infuſing into 
the Man any criminal Appetites. In this caſe 
God does not alter the Man, but takes him as 
he is, and makes uſe of his Inaclinatiais to 
bring about very wiſe Purpoſes; as we may 
turn the Courſe of a River without altering tbe 
Properties f the Water. In this manner God 
makes uſe of the Wickedneſs of Princes as In- 
ſtruments of  Puni/hment to wicked Nations; 
as he often puniſhed the Jets. So, likewiſe, 
with regard to priuate Perſons, he ſerves his 
Purpoſes 2 our Vices, and makes them 
the Inftruments- of Puniſhment to each other, 
without havin g any hand in our Wickeltneſs. 
Thus, again, it is with regard to unfortunate 
Aceidents. They are ſo far Accidents inaſmuch 
as they were not the Effect of any Intention in 
u, or any :otber Perſon, but they might be, 
notwithſtanding; intended and effected by the 
Farticular Direction of God, tho by Ways 
_ viſible: to us," and without bo leaſt Violation 
l of 


gf the particular Interpuſiti 


28 Dh: mo. 


of the Laws of Nature. Caſes of this Natur 
ate inſinite, but thoſe few Inftahces that I 
have mentioned, are ſufficient to help = 
one's Cunreprion of the Poſſibility, as there ard 
various Arguments to prove che Trarh and 
Reality of the Thing. And a right Notion 
n and Intendment 


of Providence in our Aﬀfietions, is hiphly res 
s quiſite towards a patient and cheerful” 
nation, and a profitable Uſe of them; ff 
Fo (as _ :obſerved before) it would be our e 
nſable Duty to bear ther | 
they were ihe. wendy '& Conſe I og of afy 
FATE D Order of natural Cauſes ind 
Effects, without any particular Inter poſtion of 
Sod to direct them in their Operations, fuck - 
a flated Order being of Divine — 
but; if I have Reaſon to believe that God mo 
7 "ſends an Affliction, 
he ſends ir for — — 
Wiſdom and 555 J 
others: There are Mi fe r= 2 6 
Afflictions 3 uce let them be of \ 
what: Natnre, of from what Cauſe ſoever, 
which 1 ſhall have Occaſiof'to' mention, but 


when we conſider them as Hfrumentr of Pu- 


menen in the Hands of an angry God; of ag 
Means of 1 ment in the Hands of 4 fender 
and n Farbe,, "ts Confideration"difeas us 
to be more parrioular im the Uſe and Applica." 
tion of themy and how) to hear them am 
Ki gg therefore, regularly * org 

: 27 | 


Thing, g., which is, to to chrlfides Hin Hot 
barely as ariſing from a Pated' Order of natural 
Cauſes and Effects, but as the Effects of a 
Divine Interpofition in the Direction of them. 

In the ſeveral Revelations that God has given 
to Mankind he has aſcertained his own Parti. 
cular Providence, and ſet it beyond Doubt, or 
Poſſibility of Miſtake. The Proofs of it are 
> various, that, as Mr. Fackſon obſerves, fh 
any Trouble is, to felect, not to ſearch, for them. 
We are oppreſi d with the Copiouſueſs of the' Bis 
dence, and to fet down all the Inſtances and. De 

clarations to this Purpoſe ald be to tranſeribe 
reat Part of the Bible. However, this Writer 


as been at the Trouble of ſelecting many of 


the ſtrongeſt Inſtances ;/and his Account begins 
2 p- 267 of his excellent Work. Now, it: the 

ee have fo poſitively aſcertained 4 pars © 

teu Providence, it muſt extend to Troubles 
und Actions, as well as to Bie ugs, and 
Mercies. And, therefore, when God is aid 
to cb and to correct us, thoſe Pallhgts' muſt . 
mean that ſuch Chaſtiſements and Corrections 
are ordered. by a particular Act of Gods por 
| 3 Providence. But, this grand Truth 
appears farther from What the Scripture ſays 
CLoncernin g the different Ends which God in- 
tends to ſetve by different” Aflictiont, adapted 


to the various Circumſtances: of the Perſons | 


mn whom they are ſent.” For, if all out 
Afflictions were Effects oily of the ſtated Order 
| of 3 vir al it is 1 chat all of 

| | ee 


30 1 Eſay on Philippians i Ww. II. 


them ſhould be to particularly ADAPTED to 
C ſuch. a Variety of. Kess. 
As. Mr: Fackſon. obſerved, with regard t to 
particular Providence, ſo 1 may ſay in reſpect 
to the Exerciſe of that particular Providence 
in afflicting Narioxs and private Perſons, 
ſhould I cite all the Paſſages of Scripture that 
are to be found in Proof of it, I muſt tran- 
ſcribe great Part of the Bible. Some few, 
oor, I ſhall ſele&, becauſe they are at 
the ſame Time a plain Proof that Affictions 
ate often, perhaps generally, brought upon us 
a articular AF of God's Providence, and 
ſpecihes the Intent of them. The Prophet 
Jeremiab ſays, that God does not willingiy 
afflict us. This Expreſſion is a double Proof of 
the Point. Like moſt others, it aſcribes the 
Effect ſo particularly to Gad, as the Cauſe of it, 
as cannot be applied to a permiſiue Providence 
only, in a fated.Courſe of natural Cauſes 
and Effects. Then, again, the Word willingly 
_ '38-2. farther Proof, becauſe. it implies a parti- 
_ cular Defign in bringing them upon us, where- 
as.there can be no particular Deſign in Effects 
produced in a genera! and regular Coutſe of 
natural Cauſes... It implies alſo, that God 
Would not afflict us if the Good of Mankind 
did not force him to do it. This he calls, elſe- 
Where, his frange Work. David ſays, that 
God of very Farthfulneſs cauſed to be 
troubled. The fame. Obſervations. which 1 
W upe n the laſt Paſſage are. (equally * 
"FS | 8 8 Cab * 
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abi to this and many others of the like Kind- = 

In many Places Aflictions are ſaid to be Tokens = 1 
of God's Anger; O Lord, ſays the Prophet, 2 
correct me, but with Judgment, not in thine Þ} 
Anger. In many others they are ſaid to be 
Tokens of his Love. As many as I love, ſays. 

St. John in the Revelations, I reouke and chaſten. 
But, unleſs Aflictions be the Effects of a par- 

_ ticular Providence, they can neither be Tens 
of Anger, or Love, becauſe that implies a | 
particular Deſign, which, as Tobſerved before, - 
is no ways applicable to a hated, regular Courſe 

of natural Cauſes. I think, I have produced 
ſufficient Proof, from theſe few Paſſages f 

Seripture, that Aſfictions are the Effects of a 
particular Providence, but I ſhall fay ſome- 
thing farther concerning the kind and e . 
pe Aja of them, which is a moſt rational 
Inducement to a patient, chearfuul, and thankfut 

Submiſſion to ſo gracious a Diſpenſation. As 
to thoſe g Marks of Vengeance that God 

 fometimes ſhews, by way of Example,and Terror; 
they are ont of the Queſtion; but I ſpeak of 
Afflictions in general, not of ſuch rare Inſtances; 

When God afflicts os, as he did David, in hies 

. ſore” Diſpleuſurv, that he may bring us to a due 
Senſe of our Sins, and to an Amendment we | 
them, this, in the Jutention, and in the Con- 
ſeguence, is an Act of Mercy and Loving-kindneſs,- 

and no reaſonable Matter of Complaint, but of | þ 

Thankfulnefſs/ When he inflicted Diſcaſes, and. - > _ 

even Death OY upon ſome of the IR ke. 
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32 as Eſay on Philippians, n IV. 11. | 
for. their ſcandalous Abuſe and Profonation of 


the Sacrament, it was, that they might receive 
their Puniſhment in this Life, and not be con- 


amned with: the World in the xX T; or, as he 
elſe where expreſſes it, that the Spirit might be 


ſaved in the Day of the Lord Jeſus. And is 


vot this Diſ penſation infinitely more kind and 
merciful — i God had ſuffered them to go 


on with Inpunity till they had led up the: 


Meaſure-of their a and made them- 
ſelves, ripe for Erernal Deſtruction? Why then, 
as the Prophet ſays, does a living Man complain, 
4 Man for the Puniſhment o, 171 Sinus? When 


the Scripture ſpeaks of Afflictions of an * 


king, it tiles them the Corrections of a tender 
and+endulgent Father. I need only quote St. 


Paul, who ſays expteflly, that whom the Lord : 


LOVETH be chaſtenetb, -and.:ſeeurgeth ever) 
Sen xyhom be RECEIVETH 3 thats 1 we endure 


Cbaſtening, God dtalech with: id as with Soxs: 


For, fays he, chat Son is be Wham 4 wiſely 
INDULOENT Father cbaſtenerh not; that i we be 


WITHOUT Chaſtifement, whereof ALL are Har- 
Lakers, tben -are-we'BasTARDS and not 8. 
By Seng, here; the Apoſtle means ſuch Chriftians 


e 


as are good in the main, and in God's Favour, 


but ſubject to Frailties, which See 
ate the natural Means of corretting. - To theſe 
he ſuppoſes a/ Chriſtians to be ſubject; that, 
. withaut Cheſtiſements, which ate the natural 


Means of correctiug them, thoſe Frailties will 
of 


An Efſoy on Philippians in. 11. 33 


of Vice; and, that ſuch. Chaſtiſements aro 
not only the Means of correcting! bad Diſpoſi- 
tions, and preventing their Growth, but, like-. 
wiſe, the Means of improving our Virtues, 
and encreaſing our future Felicity. And. ſhall 
we quarrel with the Rod of Affliction when 
it is the Inſtrument of doing us ſo much ib. 
Aantial Good, and an Act of great Rindug in 
| God, tho it gives us preſent Pain. As the 
Apoſtle ſays, No Aſfickions are joyous," bit 
grievous, nevertheleſs, afterwards: they product 
the: comfortable: uets of :Righteouſurſs.: Earthly 
Parents often pumſo their Children to gratify / 
their own Paſſions, by which Means 


many 
are ruined by being hardened and made defpe- ' 


rate; vrhile others are undone by a fold 


and partial Indulgence; but we are fte that 


A 


our Heavenly Father is a God of infinite Wiſdom 
and Sanda who is always diſpoſed to con 


ſult our Happineſs, and always able to judge 


hat is beſt for us; and, therefore, de may 
implicitly, refigi up ourſelves. to his Diſpenſa- 


tions, however harſh. and unpleaſant they may 
feemi to us. Submiſſion is aun trueſt Wiſdom: 
Inſtead of cumplaining, let us co-operate with 


the gracious Intention of God's Corrections. 


While we are under them, let us narrowly 


examine dur Hearts ich Lives, in order to 


reform what is amiſs. in us. Let us implere 
his Bleſting, to ſanci i his Corrections — 


Shir itual and eternal Le. There is e 


* OP amis Un" a _ and je al be 414 


34 An Eſſay on Philippians' iv. 11. 
our own Fault if we be not the better for our 
Afflictions. I han God W for a pretty 
2 - large Share of Vexation; I ſay, I thank and 
% God for it, being ſenſible that 77 zx good for 
1 me that I bave been in Trouble; Goo in many 
Reſpects. I ſhall juſt mention two, or three, 
of the beneficial Fruits that the wiſeſt and beſt 
of Men may reap from Afﬀiittions. Want of 
Conſideration is à capital Source of Mera! 
Eil; and nothing ſo much Are toſcrious. 
Thought and Reflection as on; to 
think upon God, and addreſs ourſelves to him 
in 1 A continued Series of Profperity na- 
begets a Forgerfulneſs and Neglect of him. 
A Flow of Peppers ty begets Worldh-mindedueſe. 
and Voluptuouſneſs: ; keen us to make the 
good Things of this Life our Confidence, and 
to become e of Pleaſure more. than Lovers 
God; whereas, Adverfity naturally inclines: | 
us to 8 our Affections from earthly Enjoy- 
ments to heavenly Things. Aduerſity is apt to 
ſoften and humanize the Soul, whereas'continued 
Pro is as to create an Iaſenſibili 
to 3 of others. I ET 
difficult for the moſt humane Diſpoſition o 
have a quick 2 of what others endure, a 
_ * e rr Felloto feeling, if it. | 
felt th cary Hand et Diftreſs, if it 
ke — what Sorrow of Heart means. 
Thus, 'as Gold is tried in the Fire, ſo are acs 
| ceptable Men i in the Furnace of Affliction; and, as. 
Selen that in tried * * . ſo hey. 
141 il 
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An Eſay on Philippians iv. 11. 35 
vill come out more refined from all Droſs of . * 
Sin, ſtill mare acceptable to the God of all 
Purity, and intitled to higher Degrees of 3 
pineſs in Heaven. Look forward, then, with 
ſteddy Eye of Faith, upon that glorious and 
immortal State, and you cannot think yourſelf 
miſerable, you muſt think yourſelf happy, under 
thoſe Afflictions that are but for a Moment, 
While you have in View that future Happineſs  - 
| which is inconceivably great. Theſe, and. _ 
abundance more, are the great Advantages 
which every Man, by the Grace of God, may, 
and every 0;ſe Man will, make of Afflictions, | 
and by that Means convert them into the . _ 
| greateſt and moſt laſting Bięſings. Wherefore, 
thou Afflicted and Diſfreſſed, whoever thou 
art, Lift up the Hands that bang down. and the 
feeble Knees. Lift up the Ende. and bend 
the Knees to God, in pious, in fervent, and 
importunate Prayer for his Grace to rn 
thee to bear them with Patience, and to im 
prove them to their kindly intended Purpoſes, 
that they may work eier for. thy everlaſting | 
Salvation. 1 
Thus it is with Regard to thoſe Afflictions 
Which are the Appointment of- a particular 
Providence. We are ſure that HEY ende 
ed for our Benefit; neither is it his- ai that ED 
we ſhould be afflicted at all, any farther, than 
his general Oeconomy in the Government of 
the rational NT requires ſuch a Permiſian; 
. e Fan are e to fall * 
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on us in the mdinary courſe of Thi 


are as ſure that God will either ee xy 
Jupport us wider them, or re us fir them, 
if we: behave unter. chem as we gught to do. 
What is it that Hinte Ruge lrdgc, in Conjunc- 
tion with Afinite Mido and  Tiftmite Boer, 

cannot do tor us? And what is it that Infinite 
Goodneſs is not diſpoſed to do ? What may we 
not expect from a fit fi! Creator, whoſe Mo- 
tive in creating us was, that he might commu- 
nicate Happineſs? What may we not expect 
from a mereijul Redeemer, who died for no 
other Reaſon than that he might reſtũe us from 
_ Arjery,, and purchaſe: For us eternal Happine fe 
25 ſuch an amazing Inſtance of Goodne 
Lor 


npaſſion may we not expect 7:fer In- 
ſtances of it? And all other Inſtances are in- 
Fritely leſs.— But, if we expect God's Affiſt- 
ance we muſt procute his Friendſhip by an 
habitual Practice of Piery and Virtue, While 
e live in Sin, we live in Eumity with God'; 
and how can his Enemies expect his Favor 55 
In the next Place, we muſt uſe our ten 
Endeuvours to - prevent and remove Troubles, 
by Pruabnce atid Inlluſfry. In à Time of Sick- 
- neſs, proper Audi, and proper Medicines —4 
be uſed, or we have no rom to hope for a 
Necobery. In a State of Pooefty we muſt do 
What we can to help ourſelves,” or we e Ht 

3 ect the Aſſiſtanet of God, or 
Man. las no Where promiſed his Pro- f 
F ry wee to the Slyggarg,” but 


E 


43 Fay en Philippians ins . 37 
has ſent him to the Aut for Admonition. If 
we want the friendly Aid of others, we muſt 
have Humility enough to accept it with Thank- \ 
_falneſs,” or we ſhall neither deſ:7ve it, nor have 


{los —_— If we be too proud to be patient un- 
Thoughts of being ob/iged, we ſtand | 


a 5 NN 3 to remain mpatient under&n 


Defireſs. If we be too envious to be happy 
while we ſee others hapfrer than ourſehves, We 
| ſhall always have the whole World in a Con- 
federacy againſt our Happineſs, and muſt al- 
ways be unhappy. PRIDE and Envy are Vices 
that will never agree with Contentment. They 
are at an eternal Variance. Oil and Vinegar 
may, with Difficulty, be made to incorporate z" 
but the other Oppoſites, like the Poles, can ne- 
ver be brought together. PRIDE and Envy 
- are the Vices that threw the Fallen Angels out 
of Heaven; and will for ever exclude us from 
having a Place there. For what ſhould they 
do there? They are as inconſiſtent with Can 
' tentment in the other World, as in his. he 9 
| ſhould Pride do in the Preſence of Beings ſ 
greatly ſuperior in Excellency ?. In the Pes 
ſence of a Being not excellent; Excellence 
itſelf; The Source of all Excellency ? What 
mould Envy do in a Company of Sleſſed Spirits, 
where there is nothing but mutual Love and 
Charity, Praiſes and Congratu/ations # But, we 
_ muſt not only be Pious and virtugus, prudent he 
and induſtrious, of an humble ang bent ent 
| Dior but we muſt be careful to uſe nao 
* indirect 


CCCP 


| indirect Means to help ourſelves; if we do, 
_ we:throw ourſelves out of the Protection of 
1 Ged. If we truſt to Artiice and Cunning, to 
| 1h Diiſfimulatiam and Hypocriſy, Fraud and Treache- 
| t, we forfeit! our "Title to bis Blefling; and 
ſhall find ourſelves in the Condition of a 
M”Maeliter when they had Recourſe to als, and 
Hu; truſted in the Nw and Strength of cer 
Forces, and not in the Living Ged. Many, 
ſays Soloman, are Man's Devices, bit the' 
Counſel f the Lok, that fhall/ fand. But, if 
—_: we tender ourſelves: proper. Olijects of bis Fa- 
=_ vour ; if we ſeek him earneſtly and 7mpartus: 
4 _ - nately-in. Prayer; if we truſt. in him; we may 
- _ - abſolutely. 4 upon bis Aſſiſtance. And 
_ who can be azjedrd ?  Whotan be diſcontented? 
that enjoys the Ligb. of God's Countenance, and 
the Protectiom f ub ths Have we Enemies? 
What then? Have we not Gad far our Friend ?, 
Are they potent? What then? Is not our God 
oenmi potent? Are they ariful and malicieus?. 
What then? If our Mayr pleofe ub, he can 
ftruſtrate the beſt laid Defigns or Attempts: 
upon us: Nay, he can make the moſt nalici- 
o ous Enemies; to be at Peace with us. Are we 
eff ot What then? He can, and ci, raife . 
5 p F ends by Ways unſeen, and the least 
expected. Are we upon the Bed of Sickneſs. = 
— and in Po ain! What then? He can, and well,. 
1 By 155 ſupport our Spirits, and infuſe (Comfort into 
1 our Minds. We have his Word for it, that 
— will not N us to 1 PE i. e. tried, 5 
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ETSY Eſa y an Philippians iv 11 39 1 
450 D we are able, thro his a > = © a 
to bear eſpecialiy'if. we ſhffer eee 
8 F 
Reader, for the- Etcourigedadut- of you „ - 
Faith, truſt in God, I ſpeak from happy — „ 
ence. Twice I have been upon the 2 of ut · ge 
ter Ruin. But, I truſted in God, I implord his Ot 
Help, and he deliuered me; at a Time, and ins © 
Manner unlooked for, and:unaccorntable, upon „ 
any other Suppoſition than an extraordinary In- „ 
n of Providencr. Thus have I been 1 
delivered rom Dangers, and in as exttaordi- „ 
a Manner have I been ſupported under 
. Trouble.— In the fancy of the ,? i 
cellany * J had the Misfortune to break my f 
Leg. I was not under ſo much Concern fſo rr] 
my own Safety, as I was fof the Life'of my  - 
Paper, vrhich was in very great Danger. Az - ᷑ ĩ m0] 1 
ſoon as I was put to Bed, un Fenz Ink, and F 
Paper; lived low; laid flat upon my Back. : 
writing Circular Letters for a Week ; in 
that Week had not a Quarter of an Hour 8 
fleep. Then came on a very ſtrong Feuer, 
which laſted nine Days. By the Ioolening of 
the Cords, Twas ſunk into the Bed as deep 
as my Arm is long, and could not be moved.” 
In this Poſture 1 continued for a Month, Yar 
very little Reſt, and as little Suftenzunes 
- enjoyed ſuch. a Serenity of. Mind. ang 


4 weekly Paper that 1 carried on nine Yb 
3 of 2 on and 8 * Gare of 7 
gan ad an the Clergy. RED - 
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4 An Hſey an Philippians iv; rio. + 
Strength of Spirits, that at the Month's End 
I vote a Letter of Humour for the Miſcellany, 
which. was very well received; and tho I had. 
always been ſubject tc Complaints in my Bach 
if laid long in that Poſture, I was obliged to 
continue in it for three Months, and yet, ne- 
ver had the leaſt Complaint, of any Sort, in 
thoſe Parts. This is a moſt certain Fact. And 
if any fide! can rationally account for it, any 
other Way than by reſolving it into an cxtraor- 
dinary — of Providence in my Fa- 
vour, I may ſafely promiſe to become his C. 
dert. I mention theſe Inftances as a thankful 
Acknowledgement of God's Goodneſs to me, 
and in Hopes that it may give ſome. Comfort 
to others in the like Circumſtances of Diſtreſs. 
N. B. To all Perſons in Diſtreſ I recom- 
mend the conſtant Reading the Scriptures; 
eſpecially, the New Teftament, the Book of Job, 
and the pears ; e miIng Ws =_ ns er 
Comfort, © 
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3 0 the ſame, 3 


| 5 upon Prayer and the Sacrament, e The 
Nane and Duty of. living peaceably with all Men.— 
The Nature and Duty of Benevalence.—All publiſhed for 
IW-RUSSELL, at Ebrace's Head, without Temple- Bar. 
"A \ King GeorGe's Title aſſerted, &c. A Sermon againſt. 
Ven. Both publiſhed at the Time of the laſt Rebelign, 
GY CLARKE, at the Rojal Exchange. 
WMuguet upon Anger and ene Publiſhed 
N at Hamers Had, near 888 8 
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